Fracture of the ceramic epiphysis in hip arthroplasty.
Between November 1985 and October 1993, a total of 694 ceramic-ceramic hip arthroplasties were implanted; up until 1987 the alumina used in the first 82 cases was Ostalox, produced by IMEC of Caravaggio, characterized by poor control of the size of the crystals; after 1987 Biolox alumina of the Feldmhule company was used in 612 cases. Fracture of the ceramic head occurred in 2 cases; in both patients ceramic was of the Ostalox type, meaning a 2.4% incidence of fracture; up until the present none of the 612 Biolox heads has presented this complication.